
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 24 October 2006] 

 p7462c-7463a 
Mr Tony McRae 

 [1] 

WA WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.22 pm]:  Many 
members of this house will remember when WA Week was held annually as a key event in the cultural calendar 
of this state.  I am pleased to report that last Friday evening I attended a function hosted by Celebrate WA to 
announce the renaissance of WA Week, commencing next year.  This week-long festival will be held from 14 to 
21 October 2007, culminating on Proclamation Day - which marks, next year, the 177th anniversary of the 
granting of self-government to Western Australia on 21 October 1890.   

WA Week will be a chance for all Western Australians to celebrate our great state and its achievements.  We 
certainly have a lot to celebrate!  Western Australia is one of the most successful migrant societies in the world, 
with people from more than 200 cultures, languages and faiths now living in this great state.  This diverse 
tapestry of peoples has joined with indigenous Australians - who represent the oldest living culture in the world - 
to create a vibrant and globally connected society.  Positive initiatives such as WA Week aim to bring Western 
Australians together to share our pride in the achievements of the past and the solid growth of today, and our 
confidence in a prosperous future.   
The Carpenter government is a partner in the renaissance of WA Week through the establishment of a small 
grants scheme to assist communities throughout the state to organise local events during WA Week 2007.  We 
are particularly keen for regional and remote communities to get involved in the celebration of our multicultural 
and inclusive society.  The small grants scheme is being managed by Celebrate WA and application forms will 
soon be available on the WA Week web site.   
At the function last week, I was also honoured to announce the winners of the My Place WA photographic 
competition, organised as part of the WA Week initiative.  The competition attracted almost 1 000 entries from 
across Western Australia.  A panel of expert judges selected the finalists and the winners were chosen by public 
vote.  Congratulations to Dr Ken Hay and Dan Paris for their winning photographs, and to the girls from 
Kalgoorlie Boulder Community High School for their winning entry in the under-18 category.   
The state government is proud to support WA Week.  I commend Celebrate WA chairman, Mr Peter Fitzpatrick, 
and the board member responsible for the organisation of WA Week, Mr Warren Kerr and, indeed, the whole 
Celebrate WA team for leading the WA Week activities.  It is a wonderful opportunity for citizens to 
demonstrate their pride in our state and our unique identity as Western Australians.  I invite everyone in every 
corner of Western Australia to get involved and make WA Week 2007 a truly people’s event. 
 


